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Article 16. Glossary of Defined Terms  
 

Sec. 1601 Purpose of Article 16. 

This Article is a glossary of all definitions specifically used in the text of this Unified 
Development Standards Ordinance.  

Sec. 1602 Interpretation. 

(1) Words and phrases defined in this Development Ordinance shall be interpreted as 
defined without regard to other meanings in common or ordinary use, unless the 
context of the word or phrase indicates otherwise.  

(2) While definitions are located throughout this Development Ordinance in the Arti-
cles to which they most readily refer, all definitions are presented in this Glossary 
in alphabetical order as a convenience. However, if differences in wording occur 
between definitions of a term in another Article of this Code and in this Glossary, 
the definition contained within the other Article shall control. 

(3) Refer to the Adoption, Applicability and Interpretation Article of this Development 
Ordinance regarding the use and meaning of words and phrases. 

Sec. 1603 Definitions. 

Abandoned Signs:  Signs that are in a state of disrepair and dilapidation or signs for 
which the business or activity to which they refer no longer exists.   
Access: A way or means of approach to provide physical entrance to a property. 

Accessory Structure Setback Line: A line delineating the minimum allowable distance 
between a property line or the right-of-way line of an abutting street, and an acces-
sory structure. 

Accessory Use or Structure (building):  A use or structure that is permitted on a prop-
erty in conjunction with a principal use. An accessory use is incidental to the principal 
use and would not exist independent of the principal use. 

Addition (to an existing building): Any walled and roofed expansion to the perimeter of 
a building in which the addition is connected by a common load-bearing wall other 
than a firewall. Any walled and roofed addition which is connected by a firewall or is 
separated by independent perimeter, load-bearing walls is new construction. 

Adult Arcade:  Any place to which the public is permitted or invited wherein coin oper-
ated, slug-operated or electronically, or mechanically-controlled still or motion picture 
machines, projectors or other image-producing devices are maintained to show im-
ages to one or more persons per machine at any one time, and where the images so 
displayed are distinguished or characterized by the depicting or describing of “speci-
fied sexual activities” or “specified anatomical areas.” 

Adult Bookstore (Adult Retail Store, Adult Video Store):  a commercial establishment 
which excludes any person by virtue of age from all or part of the premises generally 
held open to the public where products or equipment distinguished  or characterized 
by a predominant emphasis or simulation of “specified sexual activities” or “specified 
anatomical areas” are sold, rented, or displayed therein, (unless the business complies 
with the requirements of 2C herein) or, which has as one of its principal business pur-
poses, the sale or rental for any form, for consideration, one or more of the following: 
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a. Books, magazines, periodicals or other printed matter, or photographs, films, 
motion picture, video cassettes or video reproductions, slides, or other visual 
representations which depict or describe “specified sexual activities” or 
“specified anatomical areas.” 

b. Instruments, devices, paraphernalia or clothing that are designed for use in 
connection with “specified sexual activities,” excluding condoms and other 
birth control and disease prevention products.  A commercial establishment 
may have other principal business purposes that do not involve the offering 
for sale or rental of material depicting or describing “specified sexual activi-
ties” or  “specified anatomical areas” and still be categorized as an adult 
bookstore or adult video store so long as one of its principal business pur-
poses is the offering for sale or rental, the specified materials which describe 
“specified sexual activities or “specified anatomical areas.” 

c. “Adult bookstore,” “Adult retail store” or Adult video store” does not mean any 
establishment which displays, rents or sells sexually-explicit materials in an 
enclosed room equal to less than 10% of the business’s total square footage, 
and which prohibits anyone under 18 years of age from entering the room. 

d. “Principle business purpose,” as used in this section, means that more than 
25% of the “stock in trade” of the business is devoted to the display, rent, or 
sale of items, products, or equipment distinguished or characterized by a 
predominant emphasis on, or simulation of, “specified sexual activities” or 
“specified anatomical areas.” 

e. “ Stock in Trade” for purposes of this sub-section shall mean the greater of:   
1. The retail dollar value of all items, products or equipment readily avail-

able for purpose, rental, viewing or use by patrons of the establishment, 
excluding material located in any storeroom or other portion of the 
premises not regularly open to patrons; or 

2. The total volume of shelf space and display area. 
Adult Cabaret:  a nightclub, bar, restaurant  or similar commercial eating drinking es-
tablishment, which regularly features: 

a. Persons who appear in a state of nudity. 
b. Live performances which are characterized by the exposure of “specified ana-

tomical areas” or by “specified sexual activities.” 
c. Films, motion pictures, video cassettes, slides or other photographic repro-

ductions which are characterized by the depiction or description of  “specified 
anatomical areas.”  

Adult Carwash:  a car wash where some or all of the employees are semi-nude  or 
nude and/or where  “specified sexual activities” or “specified anatomical areas” are ex-
hibited. 

Adult Motel:  A hotel, motel or similar commercial establishment which: 

a. offers accommodations to the public for any form of consideration; provides 
patrons with closed circuit television transmissions, films, motion pictures, 
video cassettes, slides or other photographic reproductions which are char-
acterized by the depiction or description of “specified sexual  activities” or 
“specified anatomical areas,” and which may have a sign visible from the 
public right-of-way which advertises the availability of this type of photo-
graphic reproductions, or 
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b. Routinely offers a sleeping room for rent for a   period of time that is less 
than eight hours, or 

c. Routinely allows a tenant or occupant of a sleeping room to sub-rent the 
room for a period of time that is less than eight hours, or 

d. Evidence that a sleeping room in hotel, motel, or a similar commercial estab-
lishment has been rented and vacated two or more times in a period of time 
that is less than eight hours creates a rebuttable presumption that the estab-
lishment is an adult motel as that term is defined in this section. 

Adult Motion Picture Theater: a commercial motion picture theater, one of whose pri-
mary business purpose is, for any form of consideration, to regularly show films, mo-
tion picture, video cassettes, slides or similar photographic reproductions which are 
characterized by the depiction or description of “specified sexual activities” or “speci-
fied anatomical areas.” 

Adult Theater: a commercial theater, concert hall, auditorium, or similar commercial 
establishment, one of whose primary business purpose is to regularly features persons 
who appear I a state of nudity, or which features live performances which are charac-
terized by the exposure of “specified anatomical areas” or by “specified sexual activi-
ties.” 
Agricultural Activities: 1. good-faith commercial production from the land or on the 
land of agricultural products, including horticultural, floricultural, dairy, livestock, 
poultry, and apiarian products, but not including forestry products (see “Tree harvest-
ing” below); and 2. clearing trees for the purpose of planting crops, providing pasture 
for livestock, or constructing buildings accessory to production of agricultural prod-
ucts. 

Airport:  The Pickens County Airport. 

Airport Elevation:  The established elevation of the highest point in the usable landing 
area, which is 1013 feet above mean sea level. 

Airport Hazard:  Any overhead power line, not constructed, operated and maintained 
according to standard engineering practices in general use which interferes with radio 
communication or navigation between a publicly owned airport and aircraft approach-
ing or leaving same, or any approaching or leaving same, or any structure or tree or 
use of land which obstructs the airspace required for the landing or takeoff of aircraft 
or impairs the utility of the airport. 
Airport Reference Point:  The point established as the approximate geographic center 
of the airport landing area and so designated. 
Antenna: Any device or combination of devices, whether rods, panels or dishes, de-
signed to receive and/or transmit radio frequency signals for amateur radio or per-
sonal wireless services, including but not limited to cellular telephone, Personal Com-
munications Services (PCS), Specialized Mobile Radio (SMR), Enhanced Specialized Mo-
bile Radio (ESMR), Private Mobile Radio (PMR) and paging.  

Approach Surface:  A surface longitudinally centered on the extended runway center-
line, extending outward and upward from the end of the primary surface and at the 
same slope as the approach zone height limitation slope set forth in Section 9.2 of this 
Ordinance. The perimeter of the approach surface coincides with the perimeter of the 
approach zone. 
Applicant: A property owner or their authorized representative who has petitioned the 
County for approval of a land use permit, development permit, building permit, hard-
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ship variance, or appeal, or any other authorization for the use or development of their 
property under the requirements of this Development Standards Ordinance. 

Application: A petition for approval of a land use permit, development permit, building 
permit, hardship variance, or appeal, or any other authorization for the use or devel-
opment of a property under the requirements of this Development Standards Ordi-
nance. 

Area of shallow flooding: A designated AO or VO Zone on a community's Flood Insur-
ance Rate Map (FIRM) with base flood depths of one to three feet where a clearly de-
fined channel does not exist, where the path of flooding is unpredictable and indeter-
minate, and where velocity flow may be evident. 

Area of Special Flood Hazard: The land in the flood plain within a community subject 
to a 1 percent or greater chance of flooding in any given year.  

As-Built Survey Drawings: Drawings specifying the dimensions, location, capacities, 
and operational capabilities of structures and facilities as they have been constructed. 

Awning: A roof-like cover that projects from the wall of a building for the purpose of 
shielding a doorway, or window from the elements. Awnings are often made of fabric 
or flexible plastic supported by a rigid frame, and may be retracted into the face of the 
building. 

Awning sign: See “Building Sign.” 

Banner: A sign other than an official or personal flag, made of paper, cloth, thin plas-
tic, or similar lightweight material, and usually containing a message or logo. 

Base flood: The flood having a one percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in 
any given year. 

Basement: Any enclosed area of a building that is below grade on all sides. 

Berm: A mound of earth, or the act of pushing earth into a mound. 

Billboard sign:  Any permanent sign, excluding Off-Premises Directional Signs as de-
fined hereinafter, with advertising copy not related to the use of the property on which 
the structure is located. 

Buffer: An area of natural vegetation or man-made construction, which is intended to 
provide a visual and dimensional separation between dissimilar land uses. 

(2) Natural Buffer: A visual screen created by vegetation of such density so as to pre-
sent an opaque visual separation when viewed from one side to the other 
throughout the year. 

(3) Structural Buffer: A visual screen created through construction of a solid wooden 
fence, decorative masonry wall, earthen berm, or combination of fence or wall 
with an earthen berm, which may be supplemented with vegetation, so as to pre-
sent an opaque visual separation when viewed from one side to the other 
throughout the year. 

Buildable Area of Lot: That portion of a lot bounded by and interior to the required 
rear, side and front building setback lines for a principal building. 

Building: Any structure having a roof supported by columns or walls and intended for 
the shelter, housing, or enclosure of any individual, animal, process, equipment, 
goods, or materials of any kind. 

Building Code: The technical codes approved for enforcement or otherwise adopted or 
adopted as amended by the General Assembly of the State of South Carolina. 



Sec. 1603  Definitions.  

Pickens County UDSO: Amended 2/16/10 16-5 

Building Floor Area: The gross floor area of all heated spaces within a building. Heated 
floor area does not include garages, unheated basements, attic storage areas and par-
tially unenclosed decks, patios or lanais. Gross floor area comprises the area within 
the inside perimeter of the exterior walls with no deduction for corridors, stairs, clos-
ets, thickness of walls, columns or other features, exclusive of areas open and unob-
structed to the sky. 

Building Height: The vertical distance measured to the highest point of a building from 
the average finished grade across those sides of a building that face a street. 

Building sign: A sign that in any manner is fastened to, projects from, or is placed or 
painted upon the exterior wall, window, door, or roof of a building. The term “building 
sign” includes but is not limited to the following: 

(1) Awning sign: A sign imposed, mounted or painted upon an awning. 

(2) Marquee sign: Any sign attached flat against the marquee or permanent sidewalk 
canopy of a building and not extending above the top of the marquee. 

(3) Projecting sign: A sign affixed to a wall and extending more than 8 inches from 
the surface of such wall, usually perpendicular to the wall surface. 

(4) Roof sign: A sign that is mounted on, applied to, or otherwise structurally sup-
ported by the roof of a building. 

(5) Wall (or façade) sign: A sign that is fastened directly to or is placed or painted di-
rectly upon the exterior wall of a building, with the sign face parallel to the wall, 
and extending from the surface of the wall no more than 8 inches. 

(6) Window sign: A sign that is placed on or behind a windowpane or glass door and 
intended to be viewed from outside the building. 

Caliper: The diameter of a proposed tree (usually nursery stock) measured at a point 6 
inches above the ground or top of root ball for up to and including 4-inch caliper 
trees, and at a point 12 inches above the ground or top of root ball for larger sizes. 

Canopy: A permanent roof-like structure projecting from a building and open on at 
least one side for the purpose of shielding a pedestrian walkway from the elements, or 
a freestanding roof-like structure supported by columns intended to shield a vehicular 
driveway or service area from the elements. 

Canopy Trees:  A deciduous tree that forms the top layer of vegetation in a forest. Ex-
amples of such trees include oak, hickory, maple, poplar, and others. 
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Certificate of Non-Conformity:  A certificate issued by the Pickens County Planning 
and Development Department to any sexually oriented business which is operating at 
the time of the enactment of this Chapter, and is not in compliance with one or more 
of its provisions.    
Channel, Stream or River:  The bed where a natural stream of water runs. 
Cliff:  Very steep, vertical, or overhanging face of rock, earth, or ice. 
Common Drive:  A privately owned and maintained right-of-way or easement that is 
constructed to the standards set forth in Section 1012(b) and provides vehicular access 
and road frontage to no more than ten (10) lots or building sites. 
Common Open Space: See “Open Space.” 

Comprehensive Plan: The Comprehensive Plan for the County, prepared, adopted and 
as amended from time to time in accordance with the South Carolina Local Govern-
ment Comprehensive Planning Enabling Act of 1994, which serves as a roadmap for 
the growth and development of the County in the future. 

Commercial:  Pertains to activities performed or engaged in for the primary purpose of 
gain or profit. 
Communication Tower (AKA Cell Tower, Telecommunication Tower) : Any structure de-
signed and constructed primarily for the support of one or more antennae and includ-
ing guyed, self-support (lattice) and monopole types. This term does not include Con-
cealed Support Structures. 

Concealed Support Structure: Any freestanding structure constructed for the primary 
purpose of supporting one or more antennae but designed to resemble an architec-
tural or natural feature of the specific environment, concealing or camouflaging the 
presence of the antennae. The term includes but is not limited to clock towers, cam-
paniles, water towers, silos, light poles, flagpoles, and artificial trees. 
Condition of Land Use Permit Approval: A requirement adopted by the Planning Com-
mission at the time of approval of a land use permit, placing greater or additional re-
quirements or restrictions on the property than provided in this Development Stan-
dards Ordinance in order to reduce an adverse impact of the land use and to further 
the protection of the public health, safety, or general welfare. 

Condominiums:  A condominium is an ownership arrangement, not a land use. It is in-
dividual ownership of a unit in a multi-unit structure. 
Constructive Right-of-Way:  When there is no deeded ROW along a road or highway, 
the right of way shall be assumed to be that area bounded by a set of lines parallel to 
the centerline and 25 feet from the centerline on each side. 
Cove:  A deep recess or small valley in the side of a mountain. 
Creek:  A natural stream of water normally smaller than and often a tributary to a river. 
Cul-de-sac:  A "local street" having one end open to traffic and the other end perma-
nently terminated with a paved turnaround.  

Cul-de-sac turnaround: A paved area terminating a cul-de-sac street, provided for the 
purpose of enabling vehicles to reverse direction while driving continuously in a for-
ward but circular manner. For the purpose of this definition, the turnaround shall be 
considered to begin at that point where the street right-of-way begins, and continues, 
to widen in order to create the turnaround. 
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Cut: A portion of land surface or area from which earth has been removed or will be 
removed by excavation; the depth below original ground surface to excavated surface. 
Also know as “excavation.” 

Cutting: The removal of any soil or other solid material from a natural ground surface. 

Dancer:  An employee of a sexually oriented business who entertains patrons through 
expressive forms of dance and/or movement.  
Dedication:  The transfer of property interests from private to public ownership for a 
public purpose. The transfer may be of fee-simple interest or of a less than fee inter-
est, including an easement. 
Density, Gross:  The quotient of the total number of dwelling units, lots, or building 
sites divided by the total area of a site. 
Developer: The person, corporation or other legal entity that undertakes the subdivi-
sion of property, the alteration of land or vegetation in preparation for construction 
activity, or the construction of streets, utilities, buildings or other improvements re-
quired for the habitation or use of property. 

Development: (1) A land development project involving the construction of streets, 
utilities, buildings, or other improvements required for the habitation or use of prop-
erty, such as a residential neighborhood, an apartment complex, a store, or a shop-
ping center; (2) any manmade change to improved or unimproved real estate, includ-
ing, but not limited to, buildings or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading, 
paving, excavating, drilling operations, or permanent storage of materials; (3) the act 
of constructing or carrying out a land development project, including the alteration of 
land or vegetation in preparation for construction activity. 

Development Permit: The authorization necessary to initiate and conduct a land-
disturbing activity and to carry out the planned development of land and structures. 

Development Site: That portion of a tract of land that will be dedicated to a proposed 
development, including the land containing trees that will be counted toward satisfy-
ing the requirements of these provisions. 

Development Standards:  Land use protection controls which specify a minimum re-
quirement or maximum limit on the effects of land use rather than, or in addition to, 
specifying the use itself, simultaneously assuring compatibility with surrounding de-
velopment and increasing a developer’s or property owner’s flexibility. 
Double-faced sign: A sign structure with two sign faces that are parallel (back-to-back) 
or that form an angle to one another, where each sign face is designed to be seen 
from a different direction and the two sign faces are separated from each other at their 
nearest point by no more than three feet. 

Drainage Structure: A device composed of a virtually nonerodible material such as 
concrete, steel, plastic or other such material that conveys water from one place to an-
other by intercepting the flow and carrying it to a release point for storm-water man-
agement, drainage control or flood control purposes. 

Drip Line: A perimeter formed by the points farthest away from the trunk of a tree 
where precipitation falling from the branches 
of that tree lands on the ground. 

Duplex: A two-family dwelling (see under 
“Dwelling, Single-Family Attached: Duplex”). 

Dwelling: A building or portion of a building 
arranged or designed to provide living quar-

ne  1
ne  2
ne  3
ne  4
ne  5
ne  6
ne  7
itio n

1



Sec. 1603  Definitions. 

16-8 Pickens County UDSO: Amended 2/16/10 

ters for one or more families on a permanent or long-term basis. 

(1) Single-Family Detached Residence: A residential building, whether site-built or a 
manufactured home or an industrialized building, designed for occupancy by one 
family. 

(2) Single-Family Attached: Duplex: A residential building designed exclusively for oc-
cupancy by two families in separate dwelling units living independently of each 
other. 

(3) Single-Family Attached: Townhome: A 
residential building in which the dwelling 
units may adjoin one another only at the 
vertical walls and no dwelling unit may be 
located above another. 

(4) Multi-Family: A residential building de-
signed exclusively for occupancy by three 
or more families in separate dwelling 
units living independently of each other, 
such as in a garden apartment building. 

Dwelling Unit: One or more rooms connected 
together and constituting a separate, inde-
pendent housekeeping establishment with 
complete provisions for cooking, eating, sleeping, bathing and personal hygiene, and 
physically set apart from any other dwelling unit in the same structure; for the use of 
one family. 

Elevated Building: A non-basement building built to have the lowest floor of the lowest 
elevated area elevated above the ground level by means of fill; solid foundation pe-
rimeter walls; pilings, columns, posts and piers, shear walls; or breakaway walls. 

Employee:  an individual working and performing services for any sexually oriented 
business, including any independent contractor who provides services  on behalf of 
any sexually oriented business to the patrons of such business. 

Erosion: The process by which land surface is worn away by the action of wind, water, 
ice, or gravity. 

Erosion and Sedimentation Control Plan: A plan for the control of soil erosion and 
sedimentation resulting from a land-disturbing activity. 

Established or establishment:  Includes any of the following:  
a. The opening or commencement of any sexually oriented business as a new 

business. 

b. The conversion  of an existing business, whether  or not a sexually  oriented  
business, to a sexually oriented business. 

c. The addition of any sexually oriented business to any other existing sexually 
oriented business.  

d. The relocation of any sexually oriented business.   
Evergreen Tree:  A coniferous tree that remains green throughout the year. 
Existing Construction: For the purposes of flood damage prevention requirements, 
means, for the purposes of determining rates, structures for which the start of con-
struction commenced before the effective date of the FIRM, or before January 1, 1975, 
for FIRMs effective before that date. 

O utline 1
O utline 2
O utline 3
O utline 4
O utline 5
O utline 6
O utline 7
D efinition

Outline 1
Outline 2
Outline 3
Outline 4
Outline 5
Outline 6
Outline 7



Sec. 1603  Definitions.  

Pickens County UDSO: Amended 2/16/10 16-9 

Family: An individual or two or more persons living together as a household. 

Fence: An artificially constructed barrier of wood, wire, wire mesh, or decorative metal 
erected to enclose, screen or separate portions of a lot. 

Fill: A portion of land surface to which soil or other solid material has been added; the 
depth above the original ground. 

Filling: The placement of any soil or other solid material, either organic or inorganic, 
on a natural ground surface or excavation. 

Finished Grade: The final elevation and contour of the ground after cutting or filling 
and conforming to the proposed design. 

Flag Lots:  A tract of land or lot with a developable area connected to a road by a nar-
row strip of land, referred to as the pole that includes the driveway.  It is a method 
used to develop otherwise landlocked areas. 

Flood or Flooding: A general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation 
of normally dry land areas from the: 

(1) Overflow of inland or tidal waters; or 

(2) Unusual and rapid accumulation or runoff of surface waters from any source. 

Flood Hazard Boundary Map (FHBM): An official map of a community, issued by the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency, where the boundaries of the areas of special 
flood hazard have been defined as Zone A. 

Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM): An official map of a community, on which the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency has delineated both the areas of special flood hazard 
or the risk premium zones applicable to the community. 

Flood Insurance Study: The official report provided by the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency.  The report contains flood profiles, as well as the Flood Boundary Flood-
way Map and the water surface elevation of the base flood. 

Flood Plain: Any land area susceptible to flooding. 

Floodway: The channel of a river or other watercourse and the adjacent land areas that 
must be reserved in order to discharge the base flood without cumulatively increasing 
the water surface elevation more than one foot. 

Floor: The top surface of an enclosed area in a building, including basement, i.e., top 
of slab in concrete slab construction or top of wood flooring in wood frame construc-
tion. The term does not include the floor of a garage used solely for parking vehicles 
or storage, or the floor area of an attic used exclusively for storage. 

Floor Area, Building: See “Building Floor Area.” 

Floor Area, Gross: See “Gross Floor Area.” 

Frontage or Street Frontage: The width in linear feet of a lot where it abuts the right-
of-way of any street from which access may be directly gained. 

Grading: Altering the shape of ground surfaces to a predetermined condition; this in-
cludes stripping, cutting, filling, stockpiling and shaping, or any combination thereof, 
and shall include the land in its cut or filled condition. 

Greenway:  Linear green belts linking residential areas with other open space. 

Gross Floor Area: The total area of all floors of a building, measured from the outside 
planes of the exterior walls. 
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Ground Cover: A low growing plant, other than turf grass, which forms a continuous 
cover over the ground surface. 

Ground Elevation: The original elevation of the ground surface prior to cutting or fill-
ing. 

Guest House: An accessory use to a dwelling designed and intended for the temporary 
housing of visitors to a property at the behest of the property residents for no fee or 
other consideration, and meeting or exceeding the Standards for Single-Family and 
Two-Family Dwellings under this ordinance. 

Health Club:  a health club where some or all of the employees are nude or semi-nude, 
or in which “specified sexual activities” occur or “specified anatomical areas” are ex-
hibited. 
Highest Adjacent Grade: The highest natural elevation of the ground surface, prior to 
construction, next to the proposed foundation of a building. 

Home Occupation:  Any occupation within a dwelling, and clearly incidental thereto, 
carried on by a member of the family residing on the premises, provided that: 

a. No exterior indication of the use is evident other than a sign permitted by 
these regulations; 

b. The maximum floor area used for such occupation shall not exceed 600 
square feet or twenty-five percent (25%) of the gross floor area; and 

c. Employees shall not exceed one (1), other than the occupant employee. 
Household: An individual living alone or a group of individuals living together in a sin-
gle dwelling unit, sharing common use of and access to all living and eating areas, 
bathrooms, and food preparation areas, who mutually combine their efforts and share 
responsibilities for domestic chores such as child rearing, cleaning and cooking in a 
permanent and long-term relationship, as contrasted to one in a transient relationship 
who pays for lodging such as a boarder. 

Impermeable: Something (such as a layer of rock) that water cannot pass through or 
be absorbed by. 

Impervious Surface: A man-made structure or surface that prevents the infiltration of 
storm water into the ground below the structure or surface, such as a building, paved 
road or driveway, parking lot, deck, swimming pool or patio. 

Industrial Uses, Heavy:  Uses that have severe potential for negative impact on any 
uses which would locate relatively close to them. This group differs from light indus-
trial uses in that it includes uses that require unenclosed structures that are large, tall, 
and unsightly, such as concrete batching plants. These uses also have severe potential 
for generation of odor and may involve large amounts of exterior storage, because of 
their scale; they are unlikely to have regional impact. These uses include landing strips 
and heliports, asphalt or concrete mixing plants, bulk material or machinery storage 
(unenclosed), fuel generation plants, grain elevators, meat packing plants or slaughter 
houses, resource recovery facilities, motor or rail terminals, land fill and industrial 
waste disposal facilities; also, any industrial use, including those uses listed below as 
light industry, having two-hundred thousand (200,000) or more square feet of floor 
area or more than five-hundred (500) employees on any shift, and all other heavy in-
dustrial uses. 
Industrial Uses, Light:  Light Uses that are generally not objectionable because of 
noise, heavy truck traffic, or fumes, or generate nuisances, which may be ameliorated 
adequately by performance standards. These uses include boat works, building mate-
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rial sales or storage yards, bulk materials or machinery storage, carpet and rug clean-
ing plants, contractors' offices and equipment storage yards, dry cleaning and laundry 
plants, dyeing plants, extermination shops, food processing and packing plants, fuel 
oil, ice, coal, and wood sales, furniture cleaning plants, furniture refinishing shops, 
lumberyards, manufacturing, including production, processing cleaning, testing, and 
distribution of materials, goods, foodstuffs, and products in plants with less than 
two-hundred thousand (200,000) square feet of floor area, or fewer than five-hundred 
(500) employees on every shift, mini-warehouses or storage facilities, mirror supply 
and refinishing shops, monument works, ornamental iron workshops, pilot plants, 
printing plants, publishing plants, scientific laboratories, trade shops, truck terminal, 
veterinary offices and kennels, warehouses, wholesale business and storage, and all 
other similarly light industrial uses. 
Institutional Uses: Uses that are supportive of the residential community. They provide 
indoor space for recreation, hobbies, meetings, education, and worship, as well as cul-
tural facilities, group quarters for religious groups and the infirm or elderly, and 
boarding houses. While some uses may be operated for private profit, they duplicate 
services that are generally provided by public or non-profit groups. These uses include 
rooming houses, day or youth camps, cemeteries, churches, community or recrea-
tional centers, convents, day care centers, group dwellings, gymnasiums, halfway 
houses, libraries or museums, nursing homes, indoor recreational centers, public or 
private schools, schools or homes for persons with physical or mental disabilities, in-
door skating rinks, indoor swimming pools, tennis, racquetball, handball courts, and 
all other institutional, indoor recreational, and special residential uses. 
Intensity:  Intensity is a measure of development, designed principally to regulate land 
use in accord with the design function and carrying capacity of the street on which it is 
located. 
Kennel:  For purposes of this ordinance, a kennel is a commercial site that houses ani-
mals for the purpose of a business. 
Jurisdiction: That area over which the governing body has authority for planning and 
development permitting under the applicable laws of the State of South Carolina. 

Lake: A body of water one acre or more in surface area, created either by a manmade 
or natural dam or other means of water impoundment. 

Landscaped Area:  An area that is permanently devoted and maintained to the growing 
of shrubbery, grass and other plant material. 
Land-Disturbing Activity: Any activity that may result in soil erosion from water or wind 
and the movement of sediments into state waters or onto lands within the state, in-
cluding, but not limited to, clearing, dredging, grading, excavating, transporting and 
filling of land but not including those practices that are exempt under the applicable 
Pickens County Stormwater Ordinance. 

Landscape Materials: Any combination of living plant materials and nonliving materials 
such as rock, pebbles, sand, mulch, pavers, berms, fencing, walls, fountains and other 
decorative materials. 

Landscaping: Landscaping shall consist of shrubs, vines, turf, ground cover and other 
landscape materials which are utilized to enhance the aesthetic and functional quali-
ties of a site. 

Land Use Permit:  Approval granted by the Planning Commission, after the holding of a 
public hearing, of several, specific uses of property and structures.  Also referred to as 
land use approval. 



Sec. 1603  Definitions. 

16-12 Pickens County UDSO: Amended 2/16/10 

Large Scale Project:  Any project that is capable of generating 1,000 average daily ve-
hicle trips or more.  Anticipated vehicle trips will be based upon the latest edition of 
Trip Generation published by the Institute of Transportation Engineers. 

Larger than Utility Runway:  Means a runway that is constructed for an intended to be 
used by propeller driven aircraft greater than 12,500 maximum gross weight and by 
jet powered aircraft. 
Licensee:   A person in whose name a Sexually Oriented Business Regulatory License to 
operate a sexually oriented business has been issued, as well as the individual listed as 
a applicant on the application for a Sexually Oriented Business Regulatory License.   
Live Entertainment:  A person who appears nude, semi-nude, or a performance, which 
is characterized by the exposure of “specified anatomical areas” or  “specified sexual 
activities.”    
Lot: A parcel or tract of land held in single 
ownership. 

(1) Corner Lot: Any lot bounded by 2 
streets at their intersection. 

(2) Cul-de-sac lot: A lot having at least 50 
percent of its lot frontage on a cul-de-
sac turnaround, as measured along the 
street right-of-way line. The sidelines 
of a cul-de-sac lot must be perpen-
dicular or radial to the street right-of-
way lines in accordance with the Project 
Design Standards Article of this Code, 
and shall meet the frontage require-
ments of this Code. 

(3) Double-Frontage Lot (i.e., a through lot): A lot bounding on 2 or more streets, but 
not at their intersection, so that it is not a corner lot unless said corner lot has 
frontage on 3 or more sides. 

(4) Interior Lot: A lot having frontage on only one street. 

Lot Area: The total horizontal area included within lot lines. 

Lot Line: The boundary dividing a given lot from the street or adjacent lots; the 
boundary defining the limit of ownership of 
a property. 

(1) Front Lot Line: Any boundary line of a 
lot that abuts a public street right-of-
way line. A lot adjacent to more than 
one street will have more than one front 
lot line. 

(2) Rear Lot Line: Any boundary line of a lot 
that does not intersect with a public 
street right-of-way line and is not a 
front lot line. 

(3) Side Lot Line: Any boundary line of a lot 
that intersects with a public street 
right-of-way line and is not a front lot 
line. 
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Lot of Record: A lot which is part of a subdivision recorded in the office of the of 
Deeds, or a lot described by metes and bounds, the description of which has been so 
recorded. 

Lot width: The distance from one sideline to the other sideline measured at the mini-
mum front building line of the lot. 

Mansard: A steeply sloped, roof-like façade architecturally similar to a building wall. 

Manufactured Home: A dwelling fabricated in an off-site facility for installation or as-
sembly at the building site, bearing a label certifying that it is constructed in compli-
ance with the National Manufactured Housing Construction and Safety Standards Act of 
1974, 42 U.S.C. 5401, et seq.), which first became effective on June 15, 1976. The 
term “manufactured home” includes a structure, transportable in one or more sections, 
which, in the traveling mode, is 8 body feet or more in width or 40 body feet or more 
in length or, when erected on site, is 900 or more square feet in floor area, has a mini-
mum 3:12 roof pitch, covered with shingles commonly used in standard residential 
construction, covered with an exterior material customarily used on site built homes, 
including vinyl or aluminum lap siding, wood, masonite, or other materials similar to 
the exterior siding commonly used in standard residential construction, and which is 
built on a permanent chassis and designed to be used as a dwelling with or without a 
permanent foundation when connected to the required utilities and includes the 
plumbing, heating, air-conditioning, and electrical systems contained therein; except 
that such term includes any structure which meets all the requirements of this defini-
tion except the size requirement and with respect to which the manufacturer voluntar-
ily files a certification required by the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development 
and complies with the standards established under the National Manufactured Housing 
Construction and Safety Standards Act of 1974, 42 U.S.C. 5401, et seq. 

Manufactured Home Park/Mobile Home Park: Any lot or parcel under single ownership 
on which 2 or more manufactured homes are to be located or intended to be located 
for purposes of residential occupancy. 

Marquee sign: See under “Building Sign.” 

Mean Sea Level: The average height of the sea for all stages of the tide. It is used as a 
reference for establishing various elevations within the flood plain. For purposes of 
this Code, the term “mean sea level” is synonymous with National Geodetic Vertical 
Datum (NGVD). 

Minimum front setback: The minimum distance required by the zoning on a property 
between an adjoining street and the façade of a principal building on the property. 

Mobile Home: A dwelling manufactured prior to June 15, 1976, transportable in one or 
more sections, built on a permanent chassis and designed to be used as a dwelling 
with or without a permanent foundation when connected to the required utilities and 
includes the plumbing, heating, air-conditioning, and electrical systems contained 
therein. 

Modular Building or Structure:  A structure or building including the necessary electri-
cal, plumbing, heating, ventilating, and other service systems, manufactured offsite 
and transported to the point of use for installation or erection, with or without other 
specified components, as a finished building, and not designed for ready removal to 
another site. The term is applicable to all buildings or structures, including residential, 
commercial, industrial, institutional, etc. meeting the requirements of the Modular 
Building's Construction Act (Title 23 Chapter 43 of the South Carolina Code of Laws). 
National Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD): As corrected in 1929, is a vertical control 
used as a reference for establishing varying elevations within the flood plain. 
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Natural Areas:  Areas of undisturbed vegetation or areas replanted with vegetation af-
ter construction. 
Natural Ground Surface: The ground surface in its original state before any grading, 
excavation or filling. 

Non-Conforming:  Structures, signs, uses of land and structures, and characteristics of 
uses that are prohibited under the terms of this Ordinance, but were lawful at the date 
of the Ordinance's enactment. 
Non-Residential Use:  A principal use of land for other than residential purposes, i.e. 
commercial, industrial, institutional. 
Nude Model Studio:  Any place where a person appears in a state of nudity or displays 
“specified anatomical areas” and is observed, sketched, drawn, painted, sculptured, 
photographed, or similarly depicted by other persons who pay money or any other 
form of consideration, and such place is not subject to an exemption pursuant to Sec-
tion 308(q) herein. 
Nude, Nudity, or State of Nudity:  a) the appearance of a bare human buttock, anus, 
male genitals, female genitals, or the areola or nipple of the female breast; or b) a 
state of dress which fails to completely cover a human buttock, anus, male genitals, 
female genitals, pubic region or areola or nipple of the female breast. 
Off-premises directional sign:  Any permanent sign, excluding Billboards as defined 
above, the purpose of which is limited exclusively to the identification of a use or oc-
cupancy located elsewhere and which tell or shows the location, direction or route to 
such use or occupancy. 

Off Street Parking and Loading Areas:  An off-street parking space is an area, not in a 
street or alley, permanently reserved for the temporary storage of one automobile and 
connected with a street or alley by a driveway, which affords ingress and egress. 
On-Shore Dock:  A structure built on the shore or projecting into the water so that ves-
sels may be moored along its side.  This excludes floating docks or floating portions 
of docks. 
One-Hundred-Year Flood Plain: A land area subject to a 1 percent or greater statistical 
occurrence probability of flooding in any given year. 

Opaque: Impenetrable to view, or so obscuring to view that features, buildings, struc-
tures, and uses become visually indistinguishable. 

Open Space: An area of land or water that is permanently set aside through dedication, 
designation or reservation to remain in a natural and unimproved state or that may be 
improved only for active or passive recreation or enjoyment. 

(1) Common Open Space: Land or water areas within a development project that are 
available to or benefit all occupants of the development on a continuing and per-
manent basis, such as walking trails, community centers or clubhouses, golf 
courses and other recreation areas, protected flood plains or wetlands, and fishing 
or boating lakes. Common open space does not include any streets or public 
rights-of-way, storm water retention areas, or yard areas or landscape areas lo-
cated on private property.  

(2) Public Open Space: Land reserved for preservation, leisure or recreational use but 
dedicated in fee simple to a governing body or agency to be responsible for op-
eration and maintenance. Public open space may not be reserved for or dedicated 
to the exclusive use of the residents of a particular development. 

Operate or causes to be operated:  To cause to function or to put or keep in operation. 
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Operator:  any person on the premises of a sexually oriented business who is author-
ized to exercise overall operational control of the business, or who causes to function 
or who put or keeps in operation the business.  A person may be found to be operat-
ing or causing to operated a sexually oriented business whether or not the person is 
an owner, part owner, or licensee of the business. 

Outparcel: A lot deeded separately from a larger tract for individual development, but 
generally sharing access with the larger tract. Outparcels are most generally associated 
with shopping centers. 

Owner: A person having or controlling a majority fee simple interest in a property, or 
their authorized representative. 

Parking Bay: Three or more parking spaces adjacent to one another and aligned side-
by-side. 

Patron:  any person who pays a sexually oriented business any form of consideration 
for services provided to him or her by the sexually oriented business. 

Pennant: Any lightweight plastic, fabric or similar material designed to move in the 
wind; pennants are often suspended from a rope, wire, or string in series. The term 
“pennant” shall not include a “banner” or an “official or personal flag” as regulated in 
this Article. 

Perennial Stream: A stream that flows throughout the whole year. Perennial streams 
may be identified as shown as such on a United States Geologic Service Quad map. 

Permanent sign:  A sign attached to a building, structure, or the ground in some man-
ner requiring a permit and made of materials intended for more than short-term use. 

Person:  An individual, proprietorship, partnership, corporation, association, or other 
legal entity. 
Pond:  All impoundments of water smaller than 1 acre in area. 
Plant Materials: Living plants, such as trees, shrubs, ground cover, grasses and peren-
nial flowering plants, turf, and vines that are suitable for ornamental and/or functional 
use. 

Political Sign:  A temporary sign announcing or supporting political candidates or is-
sues in connection with any national, state or local election. 

Pond: A body of standing water less than one acre in surface area, created either by a 
natural dam, or other means of water impoundment. 

Portable Sign:  A sign that is not permanent, affixed to a building, structure or the 
ground. 

Projecting Sign:  A sign that is wholly or partly dependent upon a building for support 
and which projects more than 12 inches from such building. 
Principal Building: A building in which is conducted a principal use. 

Principal Building Setback Line: A line delineating the minimum allowable distance be-
tween a property line or the right-of-way line of an abutting street and a principal 
building on a lot. 

(1) Front Building Setback: The minimum allowable distance between the right-of-
way line of any abutting street and any part of a principal building on a lot. The 
front setback distance is applied along the full length of the right-of-way line and 
is parallel to it. 
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(2) Rear Building Setback: The minimum allowable distance between a rear lot line 
and any part of a principal building on a lot. The rear building setback extends 
along and parallel to the full length of the rear lot line. 

(3) Side Building Setback: The mini-
mum allowable distance between 
a side lot line and any part of a 
principal building on a lot. The 
side building setback extends 
along and parallel to the side lot 
line between the front building 
setback and a rear building set-
back (if any). 

Principal Use: The specific, primary 
purpose for which land or a building is 
used. 

Private Road:  A privately owned and 
maintained right-of-way that is con-
structed to the standards set forth in 
Section 1012(c) and provides vehicular 
access and road frontage to multiple 
lots or building sites. 

Professional Engineer: An engineer licensed and registered to perform the duties of a 
professional engineer (P.E.) by the State of South Carolina. 

Project: The entire proposed development project regardless of the size of the area of 
land to be disturbed. 

Project entrance sign: A permanent freestanding sign located at a discernible entrance 
into a multi-family development, or into a development containing multiple lots, such 
as but not limited to a particular residential or commercial subdivision, business cen-
ter, office park or industrial park. 

Projecting sign: See under “Building Sign.” 

Property or Parcel of Land: See “Lot.” 

Public Improvement: The construction, enlargement, extension or other construction 
of a facility intended for dedication to the public, including but not limited to a street, 
curb and gutter, sidewalk, cross drain, catch basin, traffic control and street name 
sign, or other roadway appurtenance other than a driveway apron connection; domes-
tic water supply system main, fire hydrant, valve or other appurtenance other than a 
supply line to a building; or sanitary sewerage main or outfall, lift station, force main, 
manhole or other appurtenance other than a drain line from a building. 

Public Open Space: See under “Open Space.” 

Recreation Areas:  Are designed for specific active recreational uses. 
Recreational Vehicle: A motorized camper, converted bus, tent trailer, motor home, or 
other similar vehicular or portable structure used or designed for temporary portable 
housing or occupancy while on vacation or other recreational trip and provided with 
sleeping accommodations; not designed or otherwise be used as a permanent dwell-
ing.  

Registered Land Surveyor: A land surveyor licensed and registered to perform the du-
ties of a registered land surveyor (R.L.S.) by the State of South Carolina. 
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Residential:  Used primarily as a living quarters or a dwelling. 
Right-of-Way:  A general term denoting land, property, or interest there in, usually in 
a strip devoted to or acquired for transportation or public utility purposes.            
(2/16/10) 
Roadway, controlled access: A state or federal highway (usually median divided) that, 
by design, may only be accessed from: 

(1) Public streets where such access is provided by grade separated interchanges 
consisting of bridge(s) and ramps so that traffic entering and exiting said highway 
can safely merge into and exit from the highway at the posted speed limit; or 

(2) Public streets where such access is provided at grade level intersections which are 
designed and permitted by the South Carolina DOT as part of the highway con-
struction project; or 

(3) Right in/right out only private drives without median cuts and where such private 
drives are permitted by the South Carolina DOT due to extenuating circumstances 
such as no other means of access. 

Controlled access roadways are distinguished from other state and federal roads in 
that the private driveway access is the exception to the rule rather than the norm. This 
definition does not include “limited access roadways.” 

Roadway, limited access: A median divided state or federal highway which, by design, 
may only be accessed from public streets and where such access is provided by grade 
separated interchanges consisting of bridge(s) and ramps so that traffic entering and 
exiting said highway can safely merge into and exit from the highway at the posted 
speed limit (an example would be an interstate highway). This definition does not in-
clude “controlled access roadways.” 

Roadway Drainage Structure: A device such as a bridge, culvert or ditch, composed of 
a virtually nonerodible material such as concrete, steel, plastic or other such material 
that conveys water under a roadway by intercepting the flow on one side of a traveled 
way consisting of one or more defined lanes, with or without shoulder areas, and car-
rying water to a release point on the other side. 

Rock Outcropping:  A large mass of stone forming a cliff, promontory, or peak. 

Roof sign: See under “Building Sign.” 

Scenic Highway/Scenic Byway:  A road or highway under Federal, State or County juris-
diction which has been designated through legislation or some other official declara-
tion for its scenic, historic, recreational, cultural, archeological, or natural qualities.  
An official declaration is an action taken by an individual, board, committee, or politi-
cal subdivision acting with the granted authority on behalf of the Federal, State or 
Count Government. 
Screen: Natural vegetation or a decorative structure that creates an opaque visual 
block or obscures an unattractive view. Screening may consist of any combination of 
the following, as approved by the Director: 

(1) Fencing constructed of cedar, redwood, treated wood, or other suitable all-
weather material. 

(2) Masonry walls. 

(3) Plant materials or natural vegetation. 

(4) Earthen berms. 
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For the purpose of this ordinance, a screen is opaque to a height of 6 feet above the 
ground surface or, for a screen of plant materials, has the maximum opacity obtain-
able with the approved arrangement and species of plant materials, to a height of 6 
feet. 

Semi-nude or Semi-nudity:  A state of dress in which clothing covers no more than the 
genitals of  a man, or the pubic region and areola of the breasts of a women. 
Setback: The shortest straight-line distance between a street right-of-way or lot line 
and the nearest point of a structure or building or projection therefrom (excluding roof 
overhangs of 18 inches or less), measured at 90 degrees to the street or lot line. 

Setback, Minimum: The shortest distance allowed between a street right-of-way line or 
any other lot line and any principal or accessory building on a lot. Minimum setback 
requirements for buildings are associated with the type of lot line from which the set-
back is taken; for instance, a “side yard setback” is measured from a side lot line. 

Sexually-Oriented Business: Includes an adult arcade, adult bookstore, adult retail 
store or adult video store, adult cabaret, adult motel, adult motion picture theater, 
adult theater, nude model studio, or any other business such as a car wash or a health 
club, which offers for consideration, materials or services characterized as depicting 
“specified sexual activities” or “ specified anatomical areas”, or whose employees per-
form services in a state of nudity or semi-nudity. 
Sexually Oriented Business Regulatory License:  A special annual operating license 
necessary for a sexually oriented business to do business in Pickens County.  Such li-
cense is in addition to a Pickens County Certificate of Compliance or any other state or 
County permits.  The Sexually Oriented Business Regulatory License also requires the 
registration of each of each employee and each employee hired during the operating 
period authorized by the Sexually Oriented Business Regulatory License. 
Shared Driveway:  A privately owned and maintained easement that is constructed to 
the standards set forth in Section 1012(a) and provides vehicular access and road 
frontage to no more than three (3) lots or building sites. 

Sign: Any structure, display, or device that is used to advertise, identify, direct, or at-
tract attention to a business, institution, organization, person, idea, product, service, 
event, or location by any means, including words, letters, figures, design characteris-
tics, symbols, logos, fixtures, colors, movement, or illumination. 

Sign face: That portion of the surface of a sign structure where words, letters, figures, 
symbols, logos, fixtures, colors, or other design elements are or may be located in or-
der to convey the message, idea, or intent for which the sign has been erected or 
placed. The sign face may be composed of two or more modules on the same surface 
that are separated or surrounded by open space or by portions of a sign structure not 
intended to contain any advertising message or idea and are purely structural or deco-
rative in nature. 

Sign module: Each portion or unit of a sign face that is clearly separable from other 
such units by virtue of the expression of a complete thought, message, logo, or idea. 

Sign structure: All elements of a freestanding sign, including the sign face, back-
ground, or decorative elements related to the presentation or support of the sign’s 
message, and the structural supports. 

Single-Family Detached Residence: See under “Dwelling.” 

Skirting:  A continuous covering of masonry, vinyl or other approved materials in-
stalled around the periphery of a manufactured home/mobile, which extends from the 
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ground to the bottom of the dwelling unit.  All non-masonry materials must be spe-
cifically manufactured for use as skirting on manufactured homes/mobile homes. 
Specified Anatomical Areas:  The male or female genitals including the vulva or more 
intimate parts of the female genitals, a bare human buttocks, anus, or the areola or 
nipple of the female breast. 
Specified Sexual Activities:  Includes any of the following: 

a. The fondling or other erotic touching of human genitals, pubic region, but-
tocks, anus, or female breast. 

b. Sex acts, normal or perverted, actual or simulated including intercourse, oral 
copulation, or sodomy. 

c. Masturbation, actual or simulated 
d. Excretory functions as part of or in conjunction with any of the activities set 

forth in a. through c. above. 
Stock Yard:  An open or closed compound, where livestock is fed, graded, bought, 
sold, or maintained for transfer. 
Subdivision: (1) The division of a property or tract of land into two or more tracts or 
lots; (2) a land development project in which two or more lots are created, along with 
the streets and utilities needed to support construction of buildings on the lots. 

Surface Mining: Any activity constituting all or part of a process for the removal of 
minerals, ores, and dimension stone, and other solid matter for sale or for processing 
or for consumption in the regular operation of a business. 

Telecommunications:  The transmission between or among points specified by the 
user, of information of the user's choosing, without change in the form or content of 
the information as sent and received. (as defined in the Federal Communications Act of 
1996). 
Temporary event: An activity having a specific duration or the end of which is related 
to a specific action, usually lasting for only a few days or months at a time. Temporary 
events include but are not limited to such activities as: 

(1) The offering of a property or premises for sale or rent; 

(2) An election, political campaign, referendum, or ballot proposition put to the vot-
ers as part of city, county, state, or federal governance; 

(3) Special business promotions, such as but not limited to “grand openings,” “close-
out sales,” carnivals and seasonal sales events; 

(4) A yard sale; 

(5) The construction of a building or development project, or the rehabilitation, re-
modeling, or renovation of a building; or 

(6) A special event by a nonprofit organization, such as a community fair or religious 
assembly. 

Temporary sign:  A sign or advertising display constructed of cloth, canvas, fabric, 
plywood, or other light material and designed or intended to be displayed for a short 
period of time. 

Temporary Wireless Communication Facility:  Portable equipment without permanent 
foundation that is used for a limited period while a permanent facility is under con-
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struction, under repair or during a special public event or emergency. Also called a 
Cell-on-Wheels (COW). 

Tenant: A natural person, business or other entity that occupies land or buildings by 
title, under a lease, or through payment of rent; an occupant, inhabitant, or dweller of 
a place. 

Terminal, bus or truck:  A station or like facility where vehicles, passengers, or goods begin 
or end a journey. 

Townhouse: See under “Dwelling.” 

Transfer of Ownership:  Includes any of the following: 

a. The sale, lease or sublease of the business. 

b. The transfer of securities that constitute a controlling interest in the business, 
whether by sale, exchange, or similar means. 

c. The establishment of a trust, gift or other similar legal device which transfer 
the ownership or control of the business, except for transfer by bequest or 
other operation of law upon the death of the person possessing the owner-
ship or control. 

Travel Trailer: See “recreational vehicle.” 

Tree: Any living, self-supporting woody perennial plant which normally obtains a trunk 
diameter of at least 2 inches and a height of at least 10 feet, and typically has one 
main stem or trunk and many branches. 

Tree Save Area: All areas designated for the purpose of meeting tree density require-
ments, saving specimen trees, or preserving natural buffers. 

Turf: Ground cover composed of one or more species of perennial grass that is grown 
as a permanent lawn. 

Two-Family Dwelling: See under “dwelling.” 

Understory Tree: A small deciduous tree that forms a layer of vegetation under the 
canopy trees in a forest. Examples of such trees include dogwoods, sourwoods, fruit 
trees, and others. 
Use: The purpose for which land or a building or other structure is designed or ar-
ranged, or for which it is occupied. See also “Principal Use” and “Accessory Use or 
Structure.” 

Vehicular sign: Any sign placed, mounted, painted on or affixed to a motor vehicle, 
freight, flatbed or storage trailer or other conveyance when same are placed or parked 
in such a manner as to be viewed or intended to be viewed from the public right(s)-of-
way except that this definition shall not apply when: 

(1) Such conveyances are actively being used to transport persons, goods or services 
in the normal course of business; 

(2) When such conveyances are parked in an inconspicuous area; or 

(3) When such conveyances are actively being used for storage of construction mate-
rials for, and on the same lot with a bona fide construction project for which 
building and other applicable permits have been issued and where construction is 
underway and provided said conveyances are located within designated storage 
areas. 
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.

Viewing Room:  means the room, booth, or area where a patron of a sexually oriented 
business would ordinarily be positioned while watching a film, videocassette, video re-
production, or live production. 

Visual Runway:  Means a runway intended solely for the operation of aircraft using vis-
ual approach procedures. 
Wall sign: See under “Building Sign.” 

Wetlands: Freshwater areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or groundwater 
at a frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal circum-
stances do support, a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated 
soil conditions. Wetlands generally include swamps, marshes, bogs and similar areas. 

Wetlands, Protected: Those wetlands identified on the National Wetlands Inventory 
maps prepared by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, or otherwise approved by the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers based on competent studies prepared by a registered and 
qualified professional engineer. 

Window Sign: See under “Building Sign.” 

Wireless Communication Facility:  A structure, facility, or location designed, or in-
tended to be used as, or used to support, antennas, as well as any functional equiva-
lent equipment used to transmit or 
receive wireless communication sig-
nals.  It includes without limit, the 
tower compound, freestanding tow-
ers, guyed towers, monopole towers, 
lattice towers, and concealed sup-
port structures housing wireless 
communication antennas.  It is a 
structure and its associated equip-
ment intended for transmitting 
and/or receiving radio, television, 
cellular, paging, personal communi-
cations services, or microwave tele-
communications, but excluding 
those used exclusively for fire, po-
lice, and other publicly dispatched 
communications, or exclusively for 
private radio and television reception 
and private citizen’s bans, amateur 
radio, and other similar telecommu-
nications. 

Yard: An area that lies between the principal building on a lot and the nearest lot line. 

(1) Front Yard: A yard situated along any public street right-of-way or private street 
easement. 

(2) Rear Yard: A yard situated along a rear lot line. 

(3) Side Yard: A yard situated along a side lot line, but not extending into a front or 
rear yard. 
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